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This book provides comprehensive coverage of Asian crisis from an economic, political
and social point of view, and suggests possible future scenarios. The analysis is divided
in two parts. The first includes area studies of the main Asian countries during the
crisis, beginning with China, Japan and Central Asia. East Asia was hit directly by the
crisis, and is now trying to cope with the failures of banks and enterprises, growing
unemployment, widening social unrest and, frequently, political dissatisfaction. South
and Central Asia had remained relatively unaffected, but weaknesses related to lower
levels of development and structural problems have been exacerbated by the
worsening international situation.

The second part of the book focuses on international variables that are likely to
influence future security scenarios, including environmental issues, relations with
Western countries, and the role of regional and global international organizations.

Maria Weber is Affiliated Professor of International Relations and Comparative Politics
at Bocconi University in Milan. She teaches comparative economics at LIUC (Free
University of Castellanza). She is Research leader at the Institute of East Asian Studies
at Bocconi University and she is the coordinator of the research on Asia at ISPIl. She
has written many articles on China and Asia. Her book Vele verso la Cina (Sails toward
China, Edizioni Olivares) won the Booz-Allen & Hamilton-Financial Times Award 1996.
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