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Contents: This publication appears thanks to the support of the Representation of the 
European Commission in Milan in co-operation with the European Parliament Information 
Office in Milan in the framework of the PRINCE programme. It collects a selection of the 
works produced within a project monitoring the EU enlargement process undertaken by 
ISPI together with five Research Institutes in the acceding countries.  
The book looks at the meaning of convergence within the enlarged EU as one of the 
driving forces for the future of Europe. Convergence is not a pre-requisite of integration 
but certainly it helps to build up a more cohesive Union. The more the EU members are 
integrated, the more they are also likely to be convergent. Convergence also offers 
countries which cannot aspire to the EU membership the possibility to take part in some 
of the UE policies. 

Here the focus is on European convergence after enlargement. The book tries to assess, 
in different fields, what are the similarities and the differences between the candidate 
countries and the EU member states. How far are accession countries from the current 
EU members? How rapidly are they converging towards the EU? In which policies are the 
greatest discrepancies among the two groups emerging? The concept of convergence has 
been analysed from a real, monetary, social and political perspective.  
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